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tion and progress, and cultural monuments, traditions and sites), right
to peace, right to humanitarian disaster relief and right to develop-
ment.

What are the main and distinctive rights that are to be specifically
addressed in the framework of an information society? Although, it
should be noted every right in one way or another are to be protect-
ed in an information society, freedom of speech and opinion, equal
access to information, right to privacy are the main three important
rights that shape the whole set of communication rights (or the right
to communicate) in the framework of an information society that is
based on the modern technologies of information and communica-
tions. From one point of view, the right to communicate should be
regarded as part of the third generation of rights, since it is in nature
a solidarity right that enhances the ideal of human rights and
strengthens the social, cultural and economic lives of people in soci-
eties and communities. It also assists the other rights can be realized.
From the other part, it has an essence of liberty in itself that relates it
with the set of rights in the first generation. At least, part of the right
to communicate, i.e. freedom of speech is a fundamental right of
human beings and in this context it should be considered as a right
belonging to the first generation of rights. The right to privacy that has
also been mentioned in Article 12 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights is a main part of the communication rights, since the
privacy of individuals in cyberspace should protected against any
interference.

-

It is so difficult to categorize the communication rights among one of
If in the first generation, the notion of “liberty” plays a major role, if in
the second generation of the rights, the notion of “equality” is signifi-
cant and in the third generation of the rights, the notion of a “collec-
tive rights” is important, here in communication rights, not only there

.-m - the three generations, due to nature of these rights that are to be real-
b L ized to an extend in an electronic environment in cyberspace, and to
some extent, outside the internet, but completely connected to the
- issues (technological aspects). The information revolution is changing
- the world, and it seems the context of society where these rights of
" communication are to be realized is totally different with the context
‘ ', 'Where the other three generations or the rights were born.
L]
L]
* L3
are the three notions together, but also one should add the “commu-
-

nicative” notion that is so unique. It seems that we need to categorize
it as “the fourth generation of the rights”. One new aspect of the right
to communicate is the negative use of cyberspace or abuse of the

@ right to communicate. Not only states but also peoples everywhere in
the world are facing and will face new challenges as a result of the
information revolution. This means that the existing rights and duties
are not addressing or will not address all violations or possible mis-
use or abuse of information or information mechanisms, or informa-
tion and communication technologies and therefore there is an urgent
need for a collection of rights and duties to shape a good governance

4 in the information society. That is exactly what | mean by the commu-
nication rights as the fourth generation of the rights.

Human rights to information is not an encompassing right, and there-
fore, the right to communicate must be studied, shaped, structured
- and realized as an extension of these rights.

Another aspect of the right to communicate is the issue of language
within an information society. It is a fact that control over someone’s
language has become one of the primary means of exerting power
over other aspects of people’s life. At the end of the 20th century the
world’s languages are disappearing faster than ever before in human




history. It seems there should be a collective responsibility towards keeping the
languages (a right that can be discussed within the third generation), however
it finds very modern aspects within the framework of the information society.

Right to networking is another main issue that can be discussed within an infor-
mation society and in the framework of the communication rights. This is also a
new phenomenon. Networks with their horizontal structures, that facilitate the
flow of information within themselves, as Fukuyama states “the direct exchange
of information through a flat, networked structure that are facilitated by advanc-
ing information technology today provides an important efficiency advantage for
organizations that can create the right structures”. It is a basic right of individu-
als, organizations and groups. Somehow, this human right of networking is sim-
ilar to the right of association and assembly, but this is just a simple similarity.

Another significant aspect of the communication rights is related to the people
with disabilities that should be provided with therapy and training that they can
be able to communicate freely, and therefore right to education is of great
importance.

Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights refers to the freedom of
speech and opinion. In fact, this right has been the focus of the freedom of infor-
mation. The right to freedom of expression - which is fundamental for democ-
racy and the enjoyment of virtually all other rights - applies as much to the
Internet as to the more traditional forms of media - press, radio and television.
However, this right, like any other, is not absolute. A look at the “hate” language
used in certain websites in internet opens another aspect of “communication
rights”.

The access to information should be equitable and effective. Some have raised
the issue of universal access. The concept of universal access has a long his-
tory, it is linked to the idea of telephone access. It means in few words that
everyone should have access to a telephone within a reasonable distance, at a
reasonable price.

The concept of universal service is established as a norm in telecommunication
legislation in many countries such as the USA, South Africa, Ireland. Could this
concept of universal access be extended to the Internet? It means that we can
discuss the issue of the access once from the technological point of view (with-
in the right to development), and once from the equitable and equal access to
information.

Conclusion

Alook into the various and modern aspects of the right to communicate obliges
the legal experts and human rights non-governmental organizations to study
and analyze this significant human rights of communications within an informa-
tion society. It seems that these sets of rights can be raised up in a new frame-
work that can be called as the fourth generation of the rights. This is can be pos-
sible through establishing a legal mechanism within the framework of the United
Nations and with full participation of legal experts from all countries and major
stakeholders (preferably within the competency of the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights). The World Summit for the Information Society
is a good opportunity to create the framework of activities for drafting the rights
to communicate that include norms, enforcement procedures, and implementa-
tion mechanisms.

However we should not forget that as human rights are interrelated and indivis-
ible, we can not study them in a separate system. The rights must be studied
as a whole that affect on each other and are realized when all human rights are
regarded as a whole.

(The present paper is a summary of a research paper on the issue. For the
complete text, contact the Center or visit the English section of the website
Www.irancsos.net.
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oppose war. “There is a kind of elitism among certain Iranian NGOs
and they are apparently unable to mobilize people. They are deprived
of direct relationship with people and there are few NGOs in Iran which
are representative of people from low or even middle class”. Shadi
Sadr reiterated. and said: “NGOs do not have the necessary means for
establishing relationship with people; also they do not have access to
radio and TV or other kinds of media facilities. So Iran NGOs are able
to attract only limited persons that couldn’t be called as ‘mobilizing of
masses’.

Fatemeh Ashrafi also believed that Iranian NGOs are just at the stage
of establishing trust in society. In order to pass this stage they are
required to present reports of their efficient activities and encourage
voluntary activities. The approach of ‘establishing trust’ would not be
institutionalized in Iran NGOs, unless they could reach some achieve-
ments in mobilizing.

Behdokht Roshdieh referred to a very delicate point in this regard. She
said: “In many countries, artists, athletes and well-known persons join
in such a movement and their honorary membership in NGOs have a
magnificent role in mobilizing public views. But because in Iran all
actions depends on getting license from government and there is a
political seal for everything, such persons are not interested in taking
part civil activities. Facing with these kinds of obstacles, Iranian social
activists could not encourage these famous people to join them.
Clear and transparent informing system and using communication
technologies such as internet are among those factors that are helpful
in mobilizing public views through promoting a set of humanitarian and
human rights norms and values in the international community beyond
the governments’ considerations. Harmonized move of NGOs in other
countries, protest against Iraq war and supporting peace, proved the
solidarity of human societies and their attention to global concerns.
While in Iran unfortunately there are not any serious reactions to glob-
al events, and NGOs only care about internal issues.

Behdokht Roshdieh believed that holding informative meetings and
discussing about global developments are of the best means to famil-
iarize Iranian NGOs about global concerns and happenings.
Establishing communication networks at national, regional and interna-
tional levels, formulating an action plan with participation of other
countries’ non-governmental organizations and implementing them,
were some of Roshdieh’s suggestions to realize the existing capabili-
ties of Iranian NGO sector.

As the last point, Shadi Sadr said: “It is not expected that something
may happen from outside of NGO community in Iran that they can
become successful NGOs. They should themselves find a solution and
feel that they are part of the world community and therefore should
have global concerns.” She added, “There are few independent and
powerful NGOs are in Iran that are sensitive to global issues such as
environment and women and children rights.

The way lIranian civil society deals with international issues, needs
more study and more attention by the activists. In this report, we tried
to open up a debate on peace and discuss the issue with certain NGOs
experts and members of these organizations, to emphasize on global
concerns and humanitarian goals.



Human Rights within an Information Society:
From Exclusion to Inclusion

Communication Rights

By: Saeid N. Neshat
(saeidneshat@yahoo.com)

As the Information Society becomes a reality with the expansion of ICTs and electronic d
communications are unavoidable necessities for human life not only at local level but )
also at global level, the importance of a comprehensive study of human rights within

information society is felt. This issue can be studied in two ways: once the use of I(:Ts'I L] LA L L P '
in the realm of human rights is studied that specifies various profits of internet as a

means of networking, information dissemination, promoting democratic participation,m;m
monitoring, easier access to international human rights organizations or even as a ”'. -

grassroots weapon of democracy.

The second approach is to study human rights within the framework of an information
society and raise issues concerning rights of an individual within the information socie-
ty, or collective rights of people within such society or in one term, the communication
rights of individuals and groups.

As generally defined, rights belong to an individual as a consequence of being human.
They refer to a wide continuum of values that are universal in character and in some
sense equally claimed for all human beings. It was the French jurist, Karel Vasak, who
first illustrated the notion of the “three generations of human rights” that can be regard-
ed as a way for categorizing the wide spectrum of human rights. The first generation
refers to civil and political rights comprising of right to life, liberty, and the security of the
person, freedom of residence and movement, to asylum from persecution, freedom
from racial and similar forms of discrimination, freedom of opinion and its expression,
freedom of peaceful association and assembly, freedom from slavery or involuntaryﬂ'.. .,
servitude, freedom from arbitrary detention, arrest or exile, the right to a public and fair

trail, freedom from torture and other forms of cruel, degrading, or inhumane punishment
or treatment, freedom from interference in correspondence and privacy, freedom of con-
science, thought, and religion, and the right to directly or indirectly participate in govern-
ment, the right not to be deprived of one’s property arbitrarily, the right to own property,
etc. The main notion of the first generation of the rights is liberty (freedom) that protects
human beings against any political or civil abuse or misuse of power. In fact, liberty is
the common claim of the individuals versus any power or authority that limits their free-
dom.

The second generation of the rights are social, cultural and economic rights, such as the
right to work, and to be protected against unemployment, the right to social security, the
right to leisure and to rest, the right to education, the right to a standard of living ade-
quate for the well-being and health of self and family, and the right to the protection of
one’s literary, artistic and scientific production. Most of these rights shape the notion of
“social equality”. In fact, the second generation of rights is a series of claims to equali-

ty.

The third generation of rights is composed of the solidarity rights, the right to political,
economic, social and cultural self-determination, the right to social and economic devel-
opment, the right to participate in and benefit from the common heritage of mankind
(such as shared Earth-space resources, scientific, technical, and some other informa-
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A Cold Reaction by the Iranian NGQOs to the
Global Peace Movement:

a Debat

By:Maryam Hosseinkhah

In recent month NGOs were the main organizers of anti-war demon-
strations in many countries. While everywhere people witnessed ral-
lies with thousands or sometimes with millions marchers that were
held by peace supporters social activists, Iran NGOs opted impartial-
ity and silence. They didn’t show any serious reaction to the war was
taking place in the neighboring country Iraq, only women’s NGOs
organized a limited insignificant gathering; most of Iran NGOs
ignored the gathering and at all one can say that there wasn’t any
remarkable protest to the war and no invitation to peace from Iran civil
society.

Here you will read some of Iran NGOs activists’ view points about the
subject. They clarified some reasons on Iranian civil institutions’
unwillingness to take part in global anti-war movement and their
weakness in mobilizing people for humanitarian activities.

Fatemeh Ashrafie from the Association of Homeless Women and
Children was asked of NGOs’ role in establishing and promoting
peace. She said “NGOs are essential elements in peace-demanding
process in the world. The trainings of NGOs all over the world are
about participation, volunteerism, empowerment, and thousands of
other instructions for social and collective life that all in all can shape
the draft charter of peace-demanding for humanity. Based on these
teachings and instructions, NGOs are able to determine concepts of
peace-demanding and peace-loving”.

Fostering peace culture, teaching peaceful solutions for disputes,
encouraging culture of dialogue and tolerance and recognizing cultur-
al and religious diversity, may be some of roles to be played by NGOs
in protecting peace.

According to the head of the Iranian Association for Protection of
Women’s Human Rights, Shahindokht Molaverdi, NGOs can institu-
tionalize the culture of peace through empowerment of individuals




and organizations for participation in the process of moving from vio-
lence culture to peace by creating a change in attitudes and behav-
iours.

Although this policy is one of effective and important ways to preserve
and expanding peace, it needs much practice and sustainability, and
its impact can be viewed in long term. Long before Irag war, NGOs
active in peace activities, based on their previous experience and by
applying various mechanisms used through years of struggle for
peace, could be able to draw the world public attention to negative
consequences of war and encourage them to come into streets to
protest war. However Iranian NGOs paid little attention to the peace.
In Iran, the total number of NGOs that consider peace promotion as
one of their most important are less than 10. “In Iran peace is not seen
as an urgent and actual need for society. With regard to different and
excessive cost paid facing lots of difficulties for getting license to work
officially, Iranian NGOs have to deal with the subjects that are not con-
sidered luxury and unessential. The NGOs should focus on people’s
problems.” she said.

Director of the Roshdieh Institute, Behdokht Roshdieh viewed the
subject from another perspective. “In Iranian culture, ‘peace’is a polit-
ical concept and is applied against conflict and riot, and in one way or
another, this is only the government that can intervene in such activi-
ties. Therefore, the NGOs are not interested or avoid entering such
field of work not to be accused of doing politics or the government
regards their activities as intervening in its affairs.”

Silence of civil society in Iran on peace and its apathy toward the war
against Irag without joining the global peace movement, was a subject
that posed a number of questions from inside and outside. Journalist
and researcher of NGO issues in Iran, Shadi Sadr, believes that one
of the important reasons for Iran passivity is that they are influenced

by the existing situation in the society. “Activists
in Iranian NGOs are members of the society and
do know it that anti-war slagons will not bring
social acceptability” she said. Referring to the
result of polls carried out by some Persian inter-
net sites, Sadr said that many of respondents
agreed with the war in Irag. “It seems that issues
of relationship of Iraq, Saddam and US military
actions in that country with Iran’s Internal affairs
are the most significant reason for unacceptabil-
ity of peace slogans even among Iranian intel-
lectuals,” she said. “On one hand, social despise
to lrag’s regime and particularly Saddam
Hussein in other countries is not as deeply as it
is in Iran and on the other hand deadlock of
reformist movement in Iran calls for the minimum
desire to impress on external changes and
establishing more rationality in facing with inter-
nal challenges regarding public demands”.
Behdokht Roshdieh also pointed to some other
reasons about the unwillingness among Iranian
people and NGOs to oppose Iraq war and enu-
merated them as burdensome of rules to obtain
license for demonstration, lack of clear and
transparent information system and weak acces-
sibility of people and non-governmental organi-
zations to internet. She emphasized on another
significant reason: Iran-lraq war and then contin-
ued to say: “In addition to the above reasons we
should remember that a long time has not
passed since the end of our eight-year war with
Iraq and we should not expect that Iranian peo-
ple have forgotten it yet and they may follow the
same reaction of the people in the world to
protest the US invasion to Iraq. Yes, people in
Iran had a different experience about Iraq and
could not forget it very soon.”

Shahindokht Mollaverdi also referred to Iran’s
government significant role in harmonizing and
implementing peace activities and considered it
as another reason for inactiveness of Iranian
NGOs within the global peace movement. She
emphasized on other points such as NGOs are
new entities in Iran, and the fact that the NGOs
in Iran are not aware about their potential role
and position in international relations.

The recent reason seems to be a reasonable
justification for Iranian NGOs weakness in mobi-
lizing people for humanitarian objectives pro-
gram such as peace. It was clear in the only
organized anti-war program held by Iranian
NGOs. Just some days before Iranian new year,
some fifty women NGOs called for an anti-war
rally in front of the UN office in Tehran but only
hundred participated, most of them were foreign
students and resident Iraqgis in Iran. Choosing a
bad time (being only some days before the new
year), inefficient advertising, weak organization
of the work and lack of agreement among NGOs
for declaring a rally announcement, were some
of reasons to the cold welcome of this call.
Something was clear in this action: inability of
NGOs in mobilizing people to defend peace and
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Regional Civil Society Forum on the Information Society

for the Middle East, West and Central Asia
Iran, Kish Island, 26-28 August 2003

A Step Ahead

Introduction

The United Nations has decided to hold an international
main event, entitted World Summit on the Information
Society (WSIS) in December 2003 at Geneva. The process
has been started long before in 1999, by the approval of
United Nations General Assembly and International
Telecommunication Union resolution.

Three Preparatory Committees and five regional confer-
ences have been planned to integrate the international
views and to prepare the basis documents for the WSIS. All
of the regional conferences and two Prep-Coms have been
held and all outcomes and documents are available.
(http://lwww.itu.int/wsis).

The main objective to have these events are to collect the
outcomes of a wide variety of inputs, including previous
meetings, existing action plans of the various partners
involved and inputs from Prep-Coms. Regional confer-
ences and various thematic and experts meeting will be
organized to consider specific subjects. Regional confer-
ences will be held to address the specific concerns, needs
and priorities of the various regions.

The prep-com 2 shows that the presence from an important
part of the world (Middle East and the Western Asia) was
very weak. As most of the conflicts of the world is in this
region and the civil society is very busy in resolving these
issues or very much engaged is post conflict resolution or
humanitarian aid.

Unfortunately these circumstances are due to an ignorance
of many other important international issues such as infor-
mation society or human rights.

The Prep-Com 2 has proved this argument. Fortunately, the
Iranian Civil Society Organizations Resource Center was
as the only civil society participant from that region and
showed its interest and with a lot of efforts was appointed
as the Civil Society Focal Point for the Western Asia and
Middle East for the interim period. The main task is to
ensure the message and concerns of this part of the world
will be reflected at the main Summit and to facilitate the civil
society organizations to participate in Prep-Com 3 and the
Summit.

To reach this goal and to identify and harmonize the con-
cerns of this region to be submitted to the Prep-Com 3 and
the Summit and also the governmental and inter-govern-
mental bodies, a regional forum is needed.

A similar conference has been held in Lebanon, but many
of the region countries have not been attended, as the con-
ference was focused on Arab region, the western Asia
Region is much wider and more divert than Arab world
itself.

The forum will be held by the Iranian Civil Society
Organizations Resource Center with the participation of the
civil society organizations in Iran at Kish Island from 26-28
August 2003.

Objectives

The objectives of the forum will be to inform all civil society
stockholders on the process and outcomes of previous con-
ferences, to harmonize and collect all views and concerns
of these stockholders regarding the plan of action and draft
declaration of the WSIS, and to evaluate and review the
ICT status of WA region and to prepare a civil society
regional action plan and a declaration on WSIS objectives
and ICT in the region.

Who can participate?

All the civil society organizations (community-based organ-
izations, non-governmental organizations, intellectuals and
academicians, trade unions, media,...) from the below-
mentioned countries are invited to attend: Afghanistan,
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Georgia, India, Iran, Iraq,
Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Oman,
Pakistan, Palestinian authority, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria,
Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, United Arab
Emirates, Uzbekistan, and Yemen.

Program:

Day One: Introduction, registration and opening session,
shaping of working groups

Day Two: panels and working groups

Day Three: morning Panels and working groups, wrap-up
and closing ceremony.

Working groups

Nine working groups have been shaped based on the delib-
erations of the first and second Prep Com in Geneva. The
titles of the working groups are: Sustainable Development
and ICT, Human Rights, Democracy, Access to Information,
Security, Language and cultural diversity, capacity building,
women and gender issues, youth and ICT. If you would like
to attend at this event, do not forget to register for the work-
ing groups either by clicking on the related icon or by going
to the related page from the menu.

Registration

All interested NGOs can fill up the on-line registration form
in the related website (http://wsis.irancsos.net) as soon as
possible.



Monitoring and Follow Up

The forum bureau will invite 2 representatives from the CSB and ITU
secretariat to attend the conference and prepare a report on the pro-
gresses and outcomes, they will also act as conferences liaisons to
the main event regarding the feedback and administrating tasks.

Sponsors

The forum will be held by the Iranian Civil Society Organizations
Resource Center and the organizers are looking for possible spon-
sors. Herewith, we invite those interested to support this event of the
civil society by sending email to wsis@irancsos.net .

Summary deport of the Meeting to Review the
achievements of WSIS Prep Com2

Role of Civil Society

In a meeting held by the Iranian Civil Society Organizations Resource
Center in Tehran, the achievements of the WSIS Prep Com 2 were
reported. The Iranian Civil Society Organizations Resource center
was the only civil society body which attended the Regional
Conference for the WSIS (Japan, 13-15 January 2003), and the Prep
Com 2 that was held in Switzerland, 17-28 February 2003. A number
of representatives of the non-governmental organizations and civil
society organizations attended at this meeting that was held on 8
March 2003 at the Municipality NGO Center in Tehran. A report of this
meeting has been submitted to the participants of the meeting pro-
ceedings and they were informed about the follow up mechanisms.
Dr Razzaghi, the director of the ICSORC, while explaining that a dig-
ital divide is emerging due to the development of the Information
Society, said that this divide is affecting all the walks of the life in all
levels (regional, national and even at grass roots levels) and it seems
that this divide is more dangerous than the development gap and
other existing gaps. He said that if in the past a country was powerful
due to having financial resources of the world at its disposal, today
the main criteria for being powerful is to own the communications net-
works. A new world order is shaping and therefore, the existing laws
and regulations can not be effective as before. The formation of the
Information society is a turning point of the mankind history.

Dr Razzaghi emphasized on the role of civil society and said that the
CSOs can play a vital role in adjusting the new relations and regula-
tions within the Information Society.

Also, he explained about the Prep Com 2 and especially pointed to
the role of the Iranian Civil Society Organizations Resource Center as
the Civil Society focal point for the Middle East and the West Asia.
He said that ICSORC has to be able to contact the civil society organ-
izations in the beginning, and to invite them to be actively involved in
the process of the world Summit for the Information Society. Dr
Razzaghi referred to the other duties of the focal point as the estab-
lishment of a secretariat, a website in different languages, and hold-
ing of a regional meeting in Tehran.
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H e a d Articl e

Dr_Sohrab I.?azzaghi

Iranian Civil Society
and Hibernation

1. When states could not stop the USA war machine against Iraq in international
level such in the Security Council, etc..., millions of people came into streets to
protest war and violence, and shaped a large anti-war movement. The global peace
movement was active using various tools and methods as well as civil disobedi-
ence and mobilizing groups and social forces in protesting war.

The global anti-war movement had certain characteristics which makes it different
with the previous peace movements of twentieth century.

First of all, it was a comprehensive movement. It could mobilize, in a short time, mil-
lions of people in various social groups everywhere in the world and organize the
civil disobedience and shape the world pro-peace coalition.

Secondly, it was a volunteer self-initiated movement. This was not a movement
organized by political groups. None of the political groups could attract the move-
ment to itself. The main leaders of the movement were pro-peace groups, non-gov-
ernmental organizations and civil society that all in all played a major role in people
mobilization.

Thirdly, it was a non-ideological movement with humanistic goal. That's why it could
mobilize various social groups in a very short time. Contrary to peace movements
of 60s and 70s, it was not based on a polar system. Moreover, it was a movement
that was looking for non-ideological, non-violence and human objectives.

And at last, women and young people played a major role in the movement. They
had an extensive presence in demonstrations and marches. The women and young
people came together to protest war since they were concerned about the war con-
sequences and considered war an element of destruction of human and material
resources. That's why they put aside political apathy and entered into the move-
ment to play an effective role and organize such great disobedience.

2. Although the anti-war movement used up all its energy and resources to protest
against war-mongers but could not stop war machine of USA and her allies. If we
look at the issue through this perspective, we may conclude that the peace move-
ment has been abortive but if we want to study the effects of the peace movement,
then we should change such perspective and look positively at the main achieve-
ment of the movement, i.e. the delegitimation of USA war against Iraq. This anti-
war initiative broke the coalition, and the USA and its allies started the war without
the permission of the Security Council.

This event caused the movement to gain a golden opportunity to organize itself in
theoretical level and in practice to use all the existing facilities and tools to reach its
long-term goals and mobilize social forces.

The global peace movement in such extensive dimensions caused the war-mon-
gers to pay more for the war and created more obstacles in their future military




interventions. However, the movement had not enough
power to impede Bush administration in its military action,
it could make his pro-war administration to know that
public opinion will not be with them in such violent activi-
ties and therefore, it should look for other ways to guar-
antee being re-elected in 2004.

3- There is one main question: why could not the peace
movement stop the war?

The main item on the agenda of the peace movement
was to shape a civil disobedience that was completely
implemented before and during the war against Irag. This
experience proved that the movement should be conser-
vative in encouraging such disobedience. Although such
disobedience is ethically legitimate and strategically nec-
essary against an illegal act, it does not mean that it can
be the most effective and best strategy at the present
time. Certain analysts believe that civil disobedience
under certain circumstances may cause separation of
supporters and leaders of the movement.

The movement had not a clear and transparent message
and this was the second weakness of the movement. A
movement can not transfer a complex and long message
and relates all the issues to a topic such as a peace.
Therefore, it is necessary for the movement to have an
obvious message, even if it intends to attract the people
at both national and international levels. A clear and short
message is a must for a movement.

The movement was solely shaped to protest war and this
was its third weakness. It should have a platform for all
periods, and more important the movement should deal
with all the non-violence solutions and approaches. It
should put aside the differences, bridge the existing
divide and plan a long term strategy and mobilize itself
through training and education of people and awareness
campaigns, and at last, organize a more extensive popu-
lar resistance against war-mongers.

The next point is that the global peace movement could
not act as a media. The mass media are in the hands of
certain oligarchy that works in interests of war-mongers.
The present peace movement must use alternative
media to gain its goals. Although certain pro peace
activists used internet, they should not solely think to
internet and find other solutions since not all peoples all
over the world have access to internet and computer.
Therefore, it is necessary to use even various more tradi-
tional tools and methods such as issuing announcements
and leaflets and distributing them.

The most important weakness of the peace movement
was that it did focus all its endeavours on stopping the
war against Iraq. That's why when the war started and
finished, it had not any program to implement. It would be
better for the movement to have an agenda for all periods
(before, during and after the war), and maybe, does not
let the USA and its allies change Iraqg into a colony. The
leaders of the peace movement should not forget Iraqi
people like Afghan people. However, it seems that the
global peace movement has finished its work and is now
in its “silence” period.

4. In a time when in all parts of the world, millions are march-
ing against war and violence, in our country, the civil society
organizations and groups were in their hibernation time . No
action. Even they were not monitoring the situation.

It is long time that Iran’s civil society and non-governmental
organizations are very weak exactly when the ghost of war is
roaming in the region. They have no plan or program to act
in this field, although the public mobilization against war and
war-mongers could give them a golden opportunity to join the
global peace movement. If states can not understand each
other or do not have relations with each other easily, the civil
society organizations can establish relations with each other,
to understand each other while there is not any element that
can damage such relation. In this situation, the Iranian civil
society should change itself totally so as to play a more effec-
tive role in domestic and international developments. We
should not forget that a weak civil society can not promote
democracy, can not facilitate the democratization process
and establish peace in the society. It seems that the most
important strategy of the social activists is to formulate a
series of actions to pass from a weak civil society to a strong

civil society. This needs theory and knowledge and creation
of necessary grounds and infrastructure for a civil action in
this regard. It should reemerge from its hibernation.
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